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such a situation democracy's exercise of its
franchise must generally mean no more than
registering a choice between two (or more)
rival sets of rulers. And there are alternative
ways of selecting rulers. Italy has devised
another way than democracy, and, as very
many Italians would claim, a better. At
any rate Fascism works. It produces in
many fields an efficiency unknown before
its advent. May it not be true after all that
" whate'er is best administered is best " ?
To that question Europe as a whole
unhesitatingly answers " No." Good
administration means much, but the right
to choose a government, which involves the
right to change a government, is far too
highly estimated a possession to be sur-
rendered. The nations of Europe that enjoy
it will hold to it. Those that do not will
strive constantly, and in the end successfully,
for it. Government imposed from above
(it will have been noted that the reference a
few lines back to an Italy which had
" selected " her present rulers was inexact ;
they, in fact, imposed themselves, with the
help of an organised and resolute minority)
and resting on no broad basis, sometimes no
basis at all, of popular approval, must be a
government maintained in the last resort